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Swamp (Red) Maple (Acer 
rubrum): Swamp Maple is one 
of the most deciduous trees in 

eastern North America. It is also rec-
ognized as the most common variety 
of tree in America.  Swamp Maple 
can be easily distinguished by its 
leaves. The leaves are light green 
with a whitish underside. In autumn, 
the leaves can turn a bright red as 
well as yellow or orange.  

Brewer’s Weeping Spruce 
(Picea breweriana): Pyramid-
shaped conifer that is recognized by 

its weeping foliage. The purple-brown 
bark forms hard circular flakes as the tree 
matures. The needles are short, flat 
leaves with a shiny upper side. The seed 
cone can reach up to 5 inches in length.  

Black Locust (Robinia pseu-
doacacia): The Black Locust can 
reach a height of seventy feet, and 

have a trunk with a diameter of three or 
four feet. It also has brittle branches that 
form an oblong narrow head. It is easily 
identified by the flowers that begin to 

grow in May. 

White Ash (Fraxinus ameri-
cana): White ash can be identified 

by its thick, linear bark and its leaves. 
This tree is very popular due to its overall 
tree shape but is susceptible to infestation 
from an insect called the Emerald Green 
Ash Borer. The wood of the white ash are 
popular in the use of making baseball 
bats and other sporting equipment be-
cause its bark is very strong.  

  

White Pine (Pinus stro-
bus): This pine can be identi-

fied by the needles that are in groups 
of 5. When white pines mature, they 
can reach 200 to 250 years of age.  

Catalpa (Catalpa speci-
osa): This tree can be identi-

fied by their large, heart-shaped to 
three-lobed leaves. Due to their large 
leaf size, catalpas provide dark shade 
and are a popular habitat for birds 
since they provide shelter from the 
wind and the rain.  

 

Tree Identification Tree Identification Tree Identification Slippery Elm (Ulmus 
rubru): Slippery elm may be dis-

tinguished by the hairiness of its buds 
and twigs and by its very short-stalked 
flowers. Its heartwood is reddish-brown, 
giving the tree its alternative common 
name “Red Elm.” 

Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga 
canadensis): Hemlocks are me-

dium-sized to large evergreen trees with 
a conical to irregular crown.  The bark is 
scaly and commonly deeply furrowed, 
with the color ranging from grey to 
brown. The branches stem horizontally 
from the trunk and are usually arranged 
in flattened sprays that bend downward 
towards their tips. 

Poplar (Populus): This tree is 
easily identified by its white to 

greenish, smooth bark. The leaves vary 
in shape, from triangular to circular to 
lobed. In the wind, the breeze causes the 
tree to have a “twinkling” appearance.  

Crabapple (Hawthorne 
family) (Malus): Crabapples 

are popular as ornamental trees, provid-
ing blossom in spring and colorful fruit in 
autumn. Its blooms flowers that can be 
white, pink, or red in color. These flowers 
make it very easy to identify Crabapples.  

Wild Black Cherry 
(Prunus serotina): Wild Black 

Cherry Trees can be easily identified by its 
very broken, dark grey to black bark, which 
can have the appearance of very thick, 
burnt cornflakes. In its early years, the 
tree’s bark can closely resemble the bark 
of a Birch tree. Wild Black Cherry trees are 
a shade intolerant tree used to create cher-
ry furniture.   

Welcome to  the Tree Ident i f ica-
t ion t ra i l ,  a se l f -gu ided tour  o f  the 
Spencerpor t  Nature Center .  There 
are 14 posts  marked wi th  a num-
ber ,  f rom 1 to  14,  scat tered a long 
the t ra i ls  o f  the Nature Center .  
Each number  cor-
re la tes to  a  spec i f -
ic  t ree that  is  in-
d igenous to  the 
s ta te  of  New York.  
Us ing th is  bro-
chure,  you wi l l  be 
ab le  to  ident i fy  the 
t ree that  you are 
look ing at  by lo-
cat ing the number ,  
that  is  on the post ,  
ins ide the brochure.  The number  
wi l l  be fo l lowed by a qu ick de-
scr ip t ion of  the t ree.    
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Silver Maple (Acer sacchari-
num): The Silver Maple is easily 

recognized by its silvery bottomed leaves. 
Squirrels, raccoons, owls, and woodpeckers 
can find shelter inside these trees so don’t 
be surprised to see a bunch of wildlife 
around this tree.  

Black Willow (Salix nigra): 
Black Willow trees can be identi-

fied by its bark, which can be dark brown to 
blackish, can be fissured in older trees, and 
frequently forking near the base. Native 
Americans use the inner bark for the treat-
ment of inflammation and head aches. 

Staghorn Sumac (Rhus 
typhina): Staghorn Sumacs are 

small trees and can grow be up to 16 feet 
tall. The velvety texture and forking patterns 
of the branches are reminiscent of antlers. 
This has led to naming it as “stag’s horn 
sumac.” The fruit of the trees can be culti-
vated, washed with cold water, strained, 
sweetened and made into pink lemonade. 
Original ’taps’ or spiles—used in the collec-
tion of maple sap—were made from the 
small branches of this tree.   
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